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VISION 

BIS strives to develop motivated, responsible life-long 

learners who make a difference to our world. 

 

 

 

MISSION 

Inspiring and challenging young minds 

as a caring and committed international community 

to achieve excellence, 

assume responsibility and 

pursue life-long learning. 
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MANDATE 
Inspiring and challenging young minds 

Stimulate inquiring minds and spark enthusiasm for discovery and exploration. 

Focus on all aspects of student development: the academic, the intellectual, the creative, 

the social, the physical, the ethical and the emotional. 

 

As a caring and committed international community   

Provide an open-minded and supportive atmosphere through a climate of commitment, 

empathy and open communication. 

 

Facilitate the acquisition of languages and understanding of culture by communicating in 

English and by providing instruction of German and other languages. 

 

Promote international-mindedness throughout our curriculum by exploring our diversity 

of culture, language and experience while gaining insights from the unique perspective of 

our German host culture. 

 

Achieve excellence 

Promote the acquisition of concepts, knowledge, skills and attitudes required to think 

critically, pursue excellence and fulfil one’s personal potential.  

 

Be a dynamic and progressive school with well-resourced and innovative programmes.  

 

Pursue excellence through a commitment to the continuum of the IB programmes and 

other accrediting educational organisations.  

 

Assume responsibility 

Stimulate inquiry into local and global issues from multiple perspectives and develop the 

understanding that the opinions of others may also be right. 

 

Build a strong sense of personal and social responsibility that sets the foundation for a 

balanced lifestyle and encourages service to others, our community and our environment. 

 

Life-long learners 

Challenge our students to become life-long learners by taking risks, reflecting on their 

experiences and preparing for their futures.   

 

Encourage parent and family involvement in each student’s learning to enhance the 

success of our programmes. 

 

Excel in standards of education with dedicated teachers and a committed staff who seek 

multiple opportunities for professional development.  
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FOREWORD 

FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 

 

 

 

The Bavarian International School is part of a network of more than 1,000 other schools as 

within the International Baccalaureate family offering a full five year IB Middle Years 

Programme (MYP).  

 

The five year journey through the MYP is an exciting roller coaster of opportunity in and 

out of the classroom of challenge and extension, of hard work and fun.  

 

Underpinning the MYP is a commitment to academic achievement and excellence for 

every student according to their ability.  

 

The challenge is yours; you will be ably supported all through your learning journey by 

highly professional teachers and staff in excellent facilities in a wonderful campus.   

 

Enjoy every day at school, work hard and have fun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brett Meuli 

Deputy Principal – Secondary School  
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BIS  

STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT 

 

In February 2012, representatives from the Primary and Secondary Student Councils re-

wrote the Student Code of Conduct. It is as follows and applies to each student: 

 

As BIS students, we are committed to these values in conjunction with our mission 

statement: 

 

Our international understanding 

 Explore different perspectives by engaging with your peers 

 Share your personal heritage 

 

Our community of individuals 

 Enrich our community with your different perspectives and opinions and respect 

those of others 

 Nurture your own talents and value those of others 

 

Our wealth of opportunity 

 Take full advantage of the privileges provided by the school 

 Strive to fulfil your potential 

 

Our commitment to serving others 

 Hold and spread an awareness of people in need 

 Proactively contribute to the enrichment of the community 

 

Our community‘s supportive spirit 

 Respect individual learning 

 Offer a helping hand 
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IB MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, 

knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create 

a better and more peaceful world through intercultural 

understanding and respect.  

 

To this end the organisation works with schools, 

governments and international organizations to develop 

challenging programmes of international education and 

rigorous assessment.  

 

These programmes encourage students across the world to 

become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who 

understand that other people, with their differences, can 

also be right.  
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IB LEARNER PROFILE 
The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, 

recognizing their common humanity and share guardianship of the planet, help to create a 

better and more peaceful world.  

As IB learners we strive to be: 

Inquirers 

 

We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for inquiry and research. We know 

how to learn independently and with others. We learn with enthusiasm and 

sustain our love of learning throughout life. 

 

Knowledgeable We develop and use conceptual understanding, exploring knowledge across a 

range of disciplines. We engage with issues and ideas that have local and 

global significance. 

 

 

Thinkers 

 

We use critical and creative thinking skills to analyse and take responsible 

action on complex problems. We exercise initiative in making reasoned, ethical 

decisions. 

 

Communicators We express ourselves confidently and creatively in more than one language 

and in many ways. We collaborate effectively, listening carefully to the 

perspectives of other individuals and groups. 

 

Principled 

 

We act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness and justice, 

and with respect for the dignity and rights of people everywhere. We take 

responsibility for our actions and their consequences. 

 

Open Minded 

 

We critically appreciate our own cultures and personal histories, as well as the 

values and traditions of others. We seek and evaluate a range of points of 

view, and we are willing to grow from the experience. 

 

Caring 

 

We show empathy, compassion and respect. We have a commitment to 

service, and we act to make a positive difference in the lives of others and in 

the world around us. 

 

Risk Takers 

 

We approach uncertainty with forethought and determination; we work 

independently and cooperatively to explore new ideas and innovative 

strategies. We are resourceful and resilient in the face of challenges and 

change. 

 

Balanced 

 

We understand the importance of balancing different aspects of our lives; 

intellectual, physical, and emotional, to achieve well-being for ourselves and 

others. We recognize our interdependence with other people and with the 

world in which we live. 

Reflective 

 

We thoughtfully consider the world and our own ideas and experience. We 

work to understand our strengths and weaknesses in order to support our 

learning and personal development. 
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MYP CURRICULUM DIAGRAM 
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MYP CERTIFICATION 

 

The MYP is an international curriculum framework which combines the best research and 

practice from many school systems and international research. 

 

Parents and students can read further information about the IB MYP by accessing 

www.ibo.org and through our school intranet site. As described by the IB, the MYP is an 

age appropriate programme of international education designed to help students develop 

the knowledge, understanding, attitudes and skills necessary to participate actively and 

responsibly in a changing world. 

 

Certification 

All students at BIS endeavour to complete the MYP which includes a Personal Project in 

Grade 10 and the school’s service and attendance requirements to qualify for the 

certificate.   

 

The requirements for full MYP certification are: 

 A minimum of 8 subjects including two languages (a langauhe acquisition course  

and a language and literature course or two language acquisition courses) as shown 

in the diagram, in MYP Year 5 (Grades 10)  - each subject has a maximum level of 7 

 Completion in full of MYP Year5 (Grade10) 

 Completion of the personal project – maximum level 7 

 Completion of the expectations for the school’s action and service programme 

 Students must score a minimum aggregate of 36/63 (8 subjects with max. 7, plus 

personal project max. 7 = 63) to qualify for the certificate with the following 

provisos: 

o No final level lower than 2 for any subject  

o Personal project must be level 3 or above 

 

Recognition in Germany 

The German government recognises the MYP as equivalent to the Mittlere Reife, with 

some conditions as outlined below: 

 Mittlere Reife minimum is 36/63 (4.0 average) 

 Gymnasium entry 45/63 (5.0 average) 

• Minimum 15 (combined) in mathematics, language acquisition and language 

and literature  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ibo.org/
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What are the Global Contexts and how are they used? 

 As lenses to explore subject matter  

 To see connections between subjects  

 To forge meaningful links between subject content and the real world  

 To understand that knowledge is an interrelated whole 

 

Approaches to Learning 

This is at the heart of everything students and teachers  do – helping students develop 

the skills to learn. MYP teachers design activities to help understand the subjects. They 

also teach students how to study, to help identify strengths and weaknesses and help 

students use their strengths and develop their weaknesses. 

 

Action and Service 

In the classroom the  emphasis is onthe ideas of action and service, learning about 

others, their communities and their needs.  Outside the classroom students are 

expected to take part in service, both individually and as part of a group.  Students will 

be expected to keep a record of service using ManageBac.  The goal is to complete 

quality Action and Service in at least two projects (one individual and one group 

project) in each year of MYP. The emphasis is on truly making a difference in our 

community. 

 

Assessment 

In 2014-15, MYP all assessment is carried out internally. Teachers work together to 

design and mark assessment tasks for the purpose of supporting student learning 

(formative assessment) and evaluating and reporting on student progress (summative 

assessment).  Teachers will provide students with a rubric for each task that shows 

what is expected and how it will be marked.  Assessment tasks and grades will be 

visible on ManageBac. 

 

In the year of 2015-16, the IB will launch ‘e-assessments’, which are externally graded, 

online examinations.  The e-assessments are optional, but will be mandatory for 

students wishing to receive an IB validated certificate, which we are sure will be the 

requirement for recognition of the certfivate bty German authorities. More information 

for parents about e-assessments will follow over the course of this year.  
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ENTRY TO GRADE 11  

There is a correlation between MYP results and success in Grades 11 and 12. Therefore, 

students must pass the minimum requirements for the MYP certificate for entry into 

Grade 11.  Additionally: 

 

a. To enter onto an IB Diploma course students must be achieving a minimum MYP 

achievement grade of 4, to be allowed onto a Standard Level course, and 6 for a 

Higher Level course. (Higher mathematics and physics requires at least a level  6 

in MYP mathematics). For Diploma language acquisition courses at Higher 

Level, a minimum of phase 5 in the equivalent MYP language is the guideline 

and for Standard Level, a minimum of phase 4 is the guideline.   

b. To enter onto a Grade 11 High School Diploma course students need to be 

achieving a minimum MYP grade of 4 in the corresponding subject for each of 

the courses they wish to take.  

 

In both the IB Diploma and High School Diploma the school takes an individual’s 

academic profile into account when applying the above rules. Students new to the school 

will be assessed according to previous school reports, external examination results and the 

results of our own tests. Students need to evidence that they adopt a positive attitude 

towards their studies and take their learning seriously. In all cases, students are required 

to show that they have met in their previous year of schooling a minimum attendance 

requirement of 85%, excluding extenuating circumstances. 

 

Student placement will be decided by the Secondary Principal, in consultation with the IB 

Diploma Coordinator and subject teachers concerned.  
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MYP ARTS  

“The arts enable us to have an experience we can have from no other source and through such an 

experience to discover the range and variety of what we are capable of feeling.” 

Eisner, E. 2002. The Arts and the Creation of Mind 

 

The arts are a universal form of human expression and a unique way of knowing that 

engage us in affective, imaginative and productive activity. Learning through the arts 

helps us to explore, shape and communicate our sense of identity and understanding of 

the world, while providing opportunities to develop self‑confidence, resilience and 

adaptability. 

 

In the MYP, the arts should challenge students to consider authentic issues and develop 

their skills beyond superficiality and imitation. Students are provided with opportunities 

to function as artists, as well as learners of the arts. In the MYP, students are guided to 

create, perform and present art in ways that engage and convey their own feelings, 

experiences and ideas.  

 

The MYP global contexts are contexts for inquiry that guide and focus students’ 

exploration of the world and the arts. They can expand students’ abilities to learn in varied 

ways and enable them to apply their learning strategies and academic skills across subjects 

and situations. On-going reflection, along with self‑evaluation and peer evaluation, allows 

students to identify their progress and organize their learning for themselves. 

 

In the MYP, development in the arts is not seen as a linear process, and students should be 

allowed to have varied entry points to their understanding in the arts, whether through 

observation, experimentation, reflection on existing artwork, practice and development of 

techniques, or through the simple need to express an idea. A more complete 

understanding of the art form will develop when the overall art experience of students 

includes hands‑on application of skills, reflection and observation of the context and 

culture of the art form, as well as a clear reflection of their own on-going artistic 

development. 

 

MYP arts values the process of creating artwork as much as the finished product; the two 

elements combined tell us what students have experienced, learned and attempted to 

convey. In this way, the educational value of any artwork is seen by placing it within the 

context of its creation. 

 

Involvement with the arts can contribute to an inquiring and empathetic world view, 

stimulate imaginations, challenge perceptions, develop thinking and analytical skills, 

enrich emotional, cultural and spiritual lives, uplift and entertain: this is the goal of MYP 

arts.  
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The MYP arts programme at BIS is taught in the three subject disciplines of visual art, 

drama and music. The design of the programme provides students with the practical 

foundation, knowledge and skills to enter the IB Diploma in any or all of the three areas. 

 

MYP Arts Aims  

The aims of MYP arts are to encourage and enable students to:  

 create and present art  

 develop skills specific to the discipline  

 engage in a process of creative exploration and (self-)discovery  

 make purposeful connections between investigation and practice  

 understand the relationship between art and its contexts  

 respond to and reflect on art  

 deepen their understanding of the world. 

 

MYP Arts Objectives 

A. Knowing and understanding  

Through the study of theorists and practitioners of the arts, students discover the 

aesthetics of art forms and are able to analyse and communicate in specialized language. 

Using explicit and tacit knowledge alongside an understanding of the role of the arts in a 

global context, students inform their work and artistic perspectives.  

In order to reach the aims of arts, students should be able to:  

 demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the art form studied, including 

concepts, processes, and the use of subject-specific terminology  

 demonstrate an understanding of the role of the art form in original or displaced 

contexts  

 use acquired knowledge to purposefully inform artistic decisions in the process of 

creating artwork. 

B. Developing skills  

The acquisition and development of skills provide the opportunity for active participation 

in the art form and in the process of creating art. Skill application allows students to 

develop their artistic ideas to a point of realization. The point of realization could take 

many forms. However, it is recognized as the moment when the student makes a final 

commitment to his or her artwork by presenting it to an audience. Skills are evident in 

both process and product.  

In order to reach the aims of arts, students should be able to:  

 demonstrate the acquisition and development of the skills and techniques of the art 
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form studied  

 demonstrate the application of skills and techniques to create, perform and/or 

present art. 

C. Thinking creatively  

The arts motivate students to develop curiosity and purposefully explore and challenge 

boundaries. Thinking creatively encourages students to explore the unfamiliar and 

experiment in innovative ways to develop their artistic intentions, their processes and 

their work. Thinking creatively enables students to discover their personal signature and 

realize their artistic identity.  

In order to reach the aims of arts, students should be able to:  

 develop a feasible, clear, imaginative and coherent artistic intention  

 demonstrate a range and depth of creative-thinking behaviours  

 demonstrate the exploration of ideas to shape artistic intention through to a point of 

realization. 

 

D. Responding  

Students should have the opportunity to respond to their world, to their own art and to 

the art of others. A response can come in many forms; creating art as a response 

encourages students to make connections and transfer their learning to new settings. 

Through reflecting on their artistic intention and the impact of their work on an audience 

and on themselves, students become more aware of their own artistic development and 

the role that arts play in their lives and in the world. Students learn that the arts may 

initiate change as well as being a response to change.  

In order to reach the aims of arts, students should be able to:  

 construct meaning and transfer learning to new settings  

 create an artistic response that intends to reflect or impact on the world around 

them  

 critique the artwork of self and others. 

 

MYP Arts Assessment  

Assessment in MYP is carried out by our teachers and relies on their professional expertise 

in making qualitative judgments, as they do every day in the classroom. All assessments 

are standardized to ensure quality and fairness. The assessments follow a criterion-based 

approach.  In MYP arts students are assessed according to four criteria: 

 

Criterion A  Knowing and understanding Maximum 8 

Criterion B Developing skills Maximum 8 

Criterion C Thinking creatively Maximum 8 

Criterion D Responding Maximum 8 
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MYP INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES 
 

Individuals and societies in the MYP encourages learners to respect and understand the 

world around them and equips them with a skills base appropriate for a learner in the 21st 

century. MYP individuals and societies involves inquiring into historical, contemporary, 

geographical, political, social, economic, religious, technological and cultural contexts that 

influence and have an impact on individuals, societies and environments. This encourages 

learners, both students and teachers, to consider varied local and global contexts. MYP 

individuals and societies defines itself as incorporating disciplines traditionally found in 

the humanities, such as history and philosophy, as well as disciplines found in the social 

sciences, such as economics, geography, sociology and politics. 

 

Through the MYP individuals and societies framework, knowledge and conceptual 

understanding, as well as thinking critically and communication, contribute to the 

development of the student as a whole.  

 

The aims and objectives of MYP individuals and societies provide a bridge to the Diploma 

Programme subject group 3, individuals and societies. One of the Diploma Programme 

group 3 aims is to encourage the systematic and critical study of: human experience and 

behaviour; physical, economic and social environments; and the history and development 

of social and cultural institutions. Students further develop the capacity to identify, to 

analyse critically and to evaluate theories, concepts and arguments about the nature and 

activities of the individual and society. They collect, describe and analyse data used in 

studies of society, test hypotheses, and interpret complex data and source materials. In 

MYP individuals and societies, students will have been developing cognitive and 

procedural skills at age-appropriate levels throughout the programme, while developing 

their conceptual understanding in humanities. 

 

The MYP individuals and societies programme places emphasis on understanding and it 

is expected that skills will be developed and attitudes fostered, wherever possible, in the 

context of inquiry and interest. This necessitates a flexibility in methodology and so 

different approaches are adopted where appropriate, for example: country and historical 

studies, collaborative group work, research projects, geographical and historical 

investigations, independent learning activities and one to one computer work. 

 

Learners are encouraged to investigate individuals and societies independently, to explore 

relationships within the subject and to recognize and exploit the interaction between 

individuals and societies and other subjects, as well as the wider world. 

 

 

 

 

 



16 

 

MYP Individuals and societies Aims 

The aims of MYP individuals and societies are to encourage and enable students to:  

 appreciate human and environmental commonalities and diversity  

 understand the interactions and interdependence of individuals, societies and the 

environment  

 understand how both environmental and human systems operate and evolve  

 identify and develop concern for the well-being of human communities and the natural 

environment  

 act as responsible citizens of local and global communities  

 develop inquiry skills that lead towards conceptual understandings of the relationships  

 between individuals, societies and the environments in which they live.  

 

MYP Individuals and societies Objectives 

 

A. Knowing and understanding  

Students develop factual and conceptual knowledge about individuals and societies.  

In order to reach the aims of individuals and societies, students should be able to:  

i. use terminology in context  

ii. demonstrate knowledge and understanding of subject-specific content and concepts 

through descriptions, explanations and examples.  

 

B. Investigating  

Students develop systematic research skills and processes associated with disciplines in 

the humanities and social sciences. Students develop successful strategies for investigating 

independently and in collaboration with others.  

In order to reach the aims of individuals and societies, students should be able to:  

i. formulate a clear and focused research question and justify its relevance  

ii. formulate and follow an action plan to investigate a research question  

iii. use research methods to collect and record relevant information  

iv. evaluate the process and results of the investigation.  

 

C. Communicating  

Students develop skills to organize, document and communicate their learning using a 

variety of media and presentation formats.  

In order to reach the aims of individuals and societies, students should be able to:  

i. communicate information and ideas using an appropriate style for the audience and 
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purpose  

ii. structure information and ideas in a way that is appropriate to the specified format  

iii. document sources of information using a recognized convention.  

 

D. Thinking critically  

Students use critical thinking skills to develop and apply their understanding of 

individuals and societies and the process of investigation.  

In order to reach the aims of individuals and societies, students should be able to:  

i. discuss concepts, issues, models, visual representation and theories  

ii. synthesize information to make valid arguments  

iii. analyse and evaluate a range of sources/data in terms of origin and purpose, examining 

values and limitations  

iv. interpret different perspectives and their implications. 

 

MYP Individuals and societies Assessment  

 

Assessment in the MYP is carried out by our teachers and relies on their professional 

expertise in making qualitative judgments, as they do every day in the classroom. All 

assessments are standardized to ensure quality and fairness. The assessments follow a 

criterion‑based approach. In MYP individuals and societies students are assessed 

according to four criteria: 

 

Criterion A  Knowing and understanding Maximum 8 

Criterion B Investigating Maximum 8 

Criterion C Communicating Maximum 8 

Criterion D Thinking critically Maximum 8 
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MYP LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE  

(English and German)  

“The individual’s whole experience is built upon the plan of his language”. 

Henri Delacroix 

“The duty of literature is to note what counts, and to light up what is suited to 

the light”. 

Anatole France 

Language is fundamental to learning, thinking and communicating, therefore it permeates 

the whole curriculum. The power of language is best experienced through quality 

literature. The study of language and literature enables students to become highly 

proficient in their understanding and use of their  first language(s). 

 

Students need to develop an appreciation of language and literature. They will be 

encouraged to recognize that proficiency in language is a valuable life skill, a powerful 

tool both in societal communication and as a means of personal reflection. Learning that 

language and literature are creative processes encourages the development of imagination 

and creativity through self-expression. 

 

Mastery of one or more languages enables each student to achieve their full linguistic 

potential. 

 

MYP language and literature is academically rigorous, and equips students with linguistic, 

analytical and communicative skills that can also be used in an interdisciplinary manner 

across all other subject groups. There are six skill areas: listening, speaking, reading, 

writing, viewing and presenting, which develop as both independent and interdependent 

skills. Students develop these skills through the study of both language and literature. The 

choice of texts also provides opportunities for and influences students in further 

developing the attributes of the IB learner profile. 

 

The language and literature programme is designed to provide students with a solid 

foundation for the IB Diploma. The programme places emphasis on conceptual 

understanding and literary skills which will be developed in the context of inquiry. 

 

Students are encouraged to investigate language and literature independently, to explore 

relationships within the subject and to recognise the interaction between language and 

other subjects. 
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MYP Language and literature Aims 

The aims of MYP language and literature are to encourage and enable students to:  

 use language as a vehicle for thought, creativity, reflection, learning, self-expression, 

analysis and social interaction  

 develop the skills involved in listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing and 

presenting in a variety of contexts  

 develop critical, creative and personal approaches to studying and analysing literary 

and non-literary texts  

 engage with text from different historical periods and a variety of cultures  

 explore and analyse aspects of personal, host and other cultures through literary and 

non-literary texts  

 explore language through a variety of media and modes  

 develop a lifelong interest in reading  

 apply linguistic and literary concepts and skills in a variety of authentic contexts. 

 

MYP Language and literature Objectives 

Objective A: Analysing  

Through the study of language and literature students are enabled to deconstruct texts in 

order to identify their essential elements and their meaning. Analysing involves 

demonstrating an understanding of the creator’s choices, the relationships between the 

various components of a text and between texts, and making inferences about how an 

audience responds to a text (strand i), as well as the creator’s purpose for producing text 

(strand ii). Students should be able to use the text to support their personal responses and 

ideas (strand iii). Literacy and critical literacy are essential lifelong skills; engaging with 

texts requires students to think critically and show awareness of, and an ability to reflect 

on, different perspectives through their interpretations of the text (strand iv).  

In order to reach the aims of studying language and literature, students should be able to:  

i. analyse the content, context, language, structure, technique and style of text(s) and the 

relationships among texts  

ii. analyse the effects of the creator’s choices on an audience  

iii. justify opinions and ideas, using examples, explanations and terminology  

iv. evaluate similarities and differences by connecting features across and within genres 

and texts. 
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Objective B: Organizing  

Students should understand and be able to organize their ideas and opinions using a 

range of appropriate conventions for different forms and purposes of communication. 

Students should also recognize the importance of maintaining academic honesty by 

respecting intellectual property rights and referencing all sources accurately.  

In order to reach the aims of studying language and literature, students should be able to:  

i. employ organizational structures that serve the context and intention  

ii. organize opinions and ideas in a sustained, coherent and logical manner  

iii. use referencing and formatting tools to create a presentation style suitable to the 

context and intention.  

 

Objective C: Producing text  

Students will produce written and spoken text, focusing on the creative process itself and 

on the understanding of the connection between the creator and his or her audience. In 

exploring and appreciating new and changing perspectives and ideas, students will 

develop the ability to make choices aimed at producing texts that affect both the creator 

and the audience.  

In order to reach the aims of studying language and literature, students should be able to:  

i. produce texts that demonstrate insight, imagination and sensitivity while exploring and 

reflecting critically on new perspectives and ideas arising from personal engagement with 

the creative process  

ii. make stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, literary and visual devices, demonstrating 

awareness of impact on an audience  

iii. select relevant details and examples to develop ideas.  

 

Objective D: Using language  

Students have opportunities to develop, organize and express themselves and 

communicate thoughts, ideas and information. They are required to use accurate and 

varied language that is appropriate to the context and intention. This objective applies to, 

and must include, written, oral and visual text, as appropriate.  

In order to reach the aims of studying language and literature, students should be able to:  

i. use appropriate and varied vocabulary, sentence structures and forms of expression  

ii. write and speak in a register and style that serve the context and intention  

iii. use correct grammar, syntax and punctuation  

iv. spell (alphabetic languages), write (character languages) and pronounce with accuracy  

v. use appropriate non-verbal communication techniques. 
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MYP Language and literature Skills 

The framework for MYP language A outlines the following language skills: 

 Listening 

 Speaking 

 Reading 

 Writing 

 Viewing 

 Presenting 

  

These skills are developed through the investigation of texts in the following genres: 

 Non-fiction (e.g. travel writing, newspaper articles, biography, review, speech) 

 Poetry 

 Drama 

 Prose (short story and novel) 

 Film 

 

MYP Language and literature Assessment 

Assessment in MYP is carried out by our teachers and relies on their professional expertise 

in making qualitative judgments, as they do every day in the classroom. All assessments 

are standardized to ensure quality and fairness. The assessments follow a criterion-based 

approach.The following assessment criteria have been established by the IB for language 

and literature in the MYP: 

 

Criterion A Analysing Maximum 8 

Criterion B Organising Maximum 8 

Criterion C Producing text Maximum 8 

Criterion D Using language Maximum 8 

                                        

 

 

  



22 

 

MYP LANGUAGE ACQUISITION 

(English, French, German, Mandarin and Spanish)  

“Learning to speak another’s language means taking one’s place in the human community. It 

means reaching out to others across cultural and linguistic boundaries. Language is far more than a 

system to be explained. It is our most important link to the world around us. Language is culture in 

motion. It is people interacting with people”. 

Savignon (1983) 

 

The principal rationale for learning additional languages is to further intercultural 

awareness and international-mindedness, both central to the IB’s mission, through: 

• the acquisition of the language of a culture, and 

• the possibilities to reflect upon and explore cultural perspectives 

 

The ability to communicate in a variety of modes in more than one language is essential to 

the concept of an international education that promotes intercultural understanding. 

In all IB programmes, the role of language is valued as central to developing critical 

thinking, which is essential for the cultivation of intercultural awareness, international-

mindedness and global citizenship. 

 

Language is integral to exploring and sustaining personal development and cultural 

identity, and provides an intellectual framework to support conceptual development. 

The IB acknowledges that learning additional languages greatly contributes to the holistic 

development of students and to the strengthening of lifelong learning skills. Language is 

central to learning, as well as to literacy. Learning additional languages in the MYP equips 

students with the necessary multi-literacy skills and attitudes to be interculturally 

competent, enabling them to communicate successfully in the global contexts of the 21st 

century. 

 

The study of an additional language provides students with the opportunity to: 

• develop insights into the features, processes and craft of language and the concept of 

culture 

• realise that there are diverse ways of living, behaving and viewing the world 

 

The MYP language acquisition course aims to encourage students to: 

• gain competence in a language other than their mother tongue 

• develop a respect for, and understanding of, diverse linguistic and cultural heritages 

• become equipped with a skills base to facilitate further language learning 

 

The language acquisition programme is designed to provide students with a solid 

foundation for the IB Diploma language acquisition course. The programme places 

emphasis on each of the skills of language: listening, speaking, reading and writing.  
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Speaking tasks such as role plays, discussions, debates, pair work, interviews and 

presentations allow students to practice and demonstrate genuine, spontaneous 

interaction. Listening tasks may include listening to radio reports, speeches, or any other 

recorded information, and responding in a variety of ways.  
 

Viewing may be included as part of the listening task where students watch and respond 

to a televised news bulletin, weather report, and so on, or a movie in the language being 

studied.  
 

Students are required to demonstrate specific reading comprehension skills, for example, 

identifying information, dealing with unfamiliar language, drawing conclusions, 

identifying opinions, attitudes, writing styles, and so on. Students are required to 

demonstrate specific writing skills, which may include letter writing, advertisements, 

essays, creative writing, presentations, and so on. 
 

Progression and placement in language acquisition courses will be determined by 

language ability. Six phases are used to place students according to their language 

proficiency. Phases 1 and 2 are for emergent students, phases 3 and 4 are for capable 

communicators, and phases 5 and 6 are for proficient communicators.  

 

Language acquisition Objectives 

    A. Comprehending spoken and visual text 

As appropriate to the phase, the student is expected to be able to: 

I. listen for specific purposes and respond to show understanding 

II. interpret visual text that is presented with spoken text 

III. engage with the text by supporting opinion and personal response with 

evidence and examples from the text. 

 

B. Comprehending written and visual text 

As appropriate to the phase, the student is expected to be able to: 

I. read for specific purposes and respond to show understanding 

II. interpret visual text that is presented with written text 

III. engage with the text by supporting opinion and personal response with 

evidence and examples from the text. 

 

C. Communicating in response to spoken, written and visual text 

As appropriate to the phase, the student is expected to be able to: 

I. interact and communicate in various situations 

II. express thoughts, feelings, ideas, opinions and information in spoken and 

written form 
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III. speak and write for specific purposes 

 

D. Using language in spoken and written form 

As appropriate to the phase, the student is expected to be able to: 

I. organize thoughts, feelings, ideas, opinions and information in spoken and  

written form 

II. develop accuracy when speaking and writing in the target language. 

 

MYP Language Acquisition Assessment 

 

Assessment in MYP is carried out by our teachers and relies on their professional expertise 

in making qualitative judgments, as they do every day in the classroom. All assessments 

are standardized to ensure quality and fairness. The assessments follow a criterion-based 

approach.  

The following assessment criteria are used for language acquisition in the MYP: 

 

 

Criterion A Comprehending spoken and visual text Maximum 8 

Criterion B Comprehending written and visual text Maximum 8 

Criterion C Communicating in response to spoken, 

written and visual text 

Maximum 8 

Criterion D Using language in spoken and written 

form 

Maximum 8 
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MOTHER TONGUE 

Maintaining and developing a student’s Mother Tongue accelerates the acquisition of 

English, enhances academic achievement, builds self-esteem, and helps children 

appreciate and identify with their heritage. 

 

In the MYP, EAL students receive approximately five hours per two weeks of Mother 

Tongue instruction during the Language Acquisition block on the timetable. Language 

and Literature students who are interested in (continuing) studying their Mother Tongue 

(studies) instead of attending Language Acquisition classes must apply to the Secondary 

School Principal. 

 

Mother Tongue classes are delivered by a Mother Tongue teacher, parent or on-line 

course. The course is therefore developed to suit the individual student’s needs. Therefore 

BIS provides the classroom, facilitator, IT support and material and parents hire the 

teacher or pay the course. 

 

When the Mother Tongue teacher is not available during the Mother Tongue class time, 

students will attend a facilitated Mother Tongue class to work on assignments from the 

Mother Tongue teacher, or parent, read in the Mother Tongue or work on assignments set 

by the facilitating teacher. 

 

Although the Mother Tongue course is not assessed using MYP criteria, the student will 

receive a separate progress report written in their Mother Tongue as part of the normal 

Secondary School reporting cycle.  

 

Mother tongue courses offered at BIS are not recognised as equivalent to a language 

acquisition or language and literature curse for the purposes of MYP certification.  
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MYP MATHEMATICS  

“Mathematics knows no races or geographic boundaries; for mathematics, the cultural world is one 

country”. 

David Hilbert (1862-1943) 

 

Mathematics plays an essential role both within the school and in society. It promotes a 

powerful universal language, analytical reasoning and problem-solving skills that 

contribute to the development of logical, abstract and critical thinking. Moreover, 

understanding and being able to use mathematics with confidence is not only an 

advantage in school but also a skill for problem-solving and decision-making in everyday 

life. Therefore, mathematics should be accessible to and studied by all students. 

 

Mathematics is well known as a foundation for the study of sciences, engineering and 

technology. However, it is also increasingly important in other areas of knowledge such as 

economics and other social sciences. MYP mathematics aims to equip all students with the 

knowledge, understanding and intellectual capabilities to address further courses in 

mathematics, as well as to prepare those students who will use mathematics in their 

workplace and life in general. 

 

The MYP mathematics programme is designed to provide students with a solid 

foundation for the IB Diploma. The programme places emphasis on understanding and it 

is expected that skills will be developed and attitudes fostered, wherever possible, in the 

context of inquiry and interest. This necessitates a flexibility in methodology and so 

different approaches are adopted where appropriate, for example: practical work, projects, 

investigations, graphical calculator and computer work. 

 

Students are encouraged to investigate mathematics independently, to explore 

relationships within the subject and to recognize and exploit the interaction between 

mathematics and other subjects. 

 

The MYP mathematics framework allows students to work at two levels in the final years 

of MYP: standard and extended mathematics. Students will be grouped by ability from 

MYP Year 2. 

 

MYP Mathematics Aims 

The aims of MYP mathematics are to encourage and enable students to:  

 enjoy mathematics, develop curiosity and begin to appreciate its elegance and power  

 develop an understanding of the principles and nature of mathematics  

 communicate clearly and confidently in a variety of contexts  

 develop logical, critical and creative thinking  



27 

 

 develop confidence, perseverance, and independence in mathematical thinking and 

problem-solving  

 develop powers of generalization and abstraction  

 apply and transfer skills to a wide range of real-life situations, other areas of 

knowledge and future developments  

 appreciate how developments in technology and mathematics have influenced each 

other  

 appreciate the moral, social and ethical implications arising from the work of 

mathematicians and the applications of mathematics  

 appreciate the international dimension in mathematics through an awareness of the 

universality of mathematics and its multicultural and historical perspectives  

 appreciate the contribution of mathematics to other areas of knowledge  

 develop the knowledge, skills and attitudes necessary to pursue further studies in 

mathematics  

 develop the ability to reflect critically upon their own work and the work of others.  

 

MYP Mathematics Objectives 

A   Knowing and understanding 

This objective requires students to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the 

concepts and skills of the four branches in the prescribed framework (number, algebra, 

geometry and trigonometry, statistics and probability).  

 select appropriate mathematics when solving problems in both familiar and 

unfamiliar situations  

 apply the selected mathematics successfully when solving problems  

 solve problems correctly in a variety of contexts.  

B   Investigating patterns 

 select and apply mathematical problem-solving techniques to discover complex 

patterns  

 describe patterns as general rules consistent with findings  

 prove, or verify and justify, general rules. 

C   Communication in mathematics 

 use appropriate mathematical language (notation, symbols and terminology) in 

both oral and written explanations  

 use appropriate forms of mathematical representation to present information  

 move between different forms of mathematical representation  

 communicate complete, coherent and concise mathematical lines of reasoning  

 organize information using a logical structure.  
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D Applying mathematics in real-life contexts 

 identify relevant elements of authentic real-life situations  

 select appropriate mathematical strategies when solving authentic real-life 

situations  

 apply the selected mathematical strategies successfully to reach a solution  

 justify the degree of accuracy of a solution  

 justify whether a solution makes sense in the context of the authentic real-life 

situation. 

 

MYP Mathematics Assessment 

Assessment in MYP is carried out by our teachers and relies on their professional expertise 

in making qualitative judgments, as they do every day in the classroom. All assessments 

are standardized to ensure quality and fairness. The assessments follow a criterion-based 

approach.  

The following assessment criteria are used in MYP mathematics: 

 

Criterion A Knowing & understanding Maximum 8 

Criterion B Investigating patterns Maximum 8 

Criterion C Communication in mathematics Maximum 8 

Criterion D Applying mathematics in real life 

contexts 

Maximum 8 

 

These assessment criteria apply to both standard and extended mathematics. 
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MYP PHYSICAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION 

 ‘The mind’s first step to self-awareness must be through the body.’ 

George Sheehan 

 

Physical education and health (PHE) in the MYP is concerned with more than just 

participating in sports and games. Its primary aims are to encourage the development of 

“intelligent performers” and to encourage students to understand the importance of a 

balanced, healthy lifestyle. By the fifth year of the MYP, students should have developed 

knowledge, critical thinking and reflection skills, and a sense of responsibility, as well as 

interpersonal and self-motivational skills. This in turn should encourage choices that will 

contribute to long-term healthy living. 

 

Physical education and health will bring the unique perspective of learning through the 

physical, which can greatly contribute to students’ approaches to learning (ATL) skills, 

and is transferable across other subject groups. The learning and development associated 

with physical education and health should contribute to students developing the qualities 

of the IB learner profile. 

 

When the curriculum of physical education and health and other MYP subject groups are 

developed according to these principles, students will be given the opportunity to: 

• develop a combination of transferable skills promoting physical, intellectual, emotional 

and social development 

• see other subjects from a physical education and health perspective (including learning 

through the physical) and vice versa 

• see the areas of interaction as relevant to physical education and health and 

contributing to holistic learning 

• consider new, differing and contrasting ideas to their own and use them in the learning 

process 

• develop abilities to communicate their knowledge, skills and reflections in a variety of 

situations 

• understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance 

• give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience 

 

MYP Physical and health education  Aims 

The aims of MYP physical and health education are to encourage and enable students to:  

 use inquiry to explore physical and health education concepts  

 participate effectively in a variety of contexts  

 understand the value of physical activity  

 achieve and maintain a healthy lifestyle  

 collaborate and communicate effectively  
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 build positive relationships and demonstrate social responsibility  

 reflect on their learning experiences. 

 

MYP Physical and health education Objectives 

A. Knowing and understanding  

Students develop knowledge and understanding about health and physical activity in 

order to identify and solve problems.  

In order to reach the aims of physical and health education, students should be able to:  

 explain physical health education factual, procedural and conceptual knowledge  

 apply physical and health education knowledge to analyse issues and solve 

problems set in familiar and unfamiliar situations  

 apply physical and health terminology effectively to communicate understanding.  

B. Planning for performance  

Students through inquiry design, analyse, evaluate and perform a plan in order to 

improve performance in physical and health education.  

In order to reach the aims of physical and health education, students should be able to:  

 design, explain and justify plans to improve physical performance and health  

 analyse and evaluate the effectiveness of a plan based on the outcome. 

C. Applying and performing  

Students develop and apply practical skills, techniques, strategies and movement concepts 

through their participation in a variety of physical activities.  

In order to reach the aims of physical and health education, students should be able to:  

 demonstrate and apply a range of skills and techniques effectively  

 demonstrate and apply a range of strategies and movement concepts  

 analyse and apply information to perform effectively.  

D. Reflecting and improving performance  

Students enhance their personal and social development, set goals, take responsible action 

and reflect on their performance and the performance of others.  

In order to reach the aims of physical and health education, students should be able to:  

 explain and demonstrate strategies that enhance interpersonal skills  

 develop goals and apply strategies to enhance performance  

 analyse and evaluate performance. 
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MYP Physical and health education Assessment  

Assessment in MYP is carried out by our teachers and relies on their professional expertise 

in making qualitative judgments, as they do every day in the classroom. All assessments 

are standardized to ensure quality and fairness. The assessments follow a criterion-based 

approach.  

During the course, students will be assessed using the following four criteria in a variety 

of methods. The MYP PHE assessment criteria are as follows: 

 

Criterion A  Knowing and understanding  Maximum 8 

Criterion B Planning for performance Maximum 8 

Criterion C Applying and performing Maximum 8 

Criterion D Reflecting and improving performance Maximum 8 
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MYP SCIENCES 

The vision of MYP sciences is to contribute to the development of students as inquirers, 

scientifically literate, caring and responsible individuals who will think critically and 

creatively when solving problems and making decisions about aspects affecting 

themselves, others and their social and natural environments. 

 

Science and its methods of investigation offer a way of learning that contributes to the 

development of an analytical and critical way of thinking.  Inquiry is at the heart of MYP 

sciences and aims to support students’ understanding of sciences by providing them with 

opportunities to independently investigate relevant issues through both research and 

experimentation. 

 

Learning science relies on understanding and using the language of science, which 

involves more than simply learning technical scientific terminology. MYP sciences aims 

for students to become competent and confident when accessing, using and 

communicating scientific information. Students are expected to use scientific language 

correctly and select appropriate communication formats for oral and written 

communication. 

 

MYP sciences aims to provide students with the opportunity to show their understanding 

of the main concepts and processes of science, by applying these to solve problems in 

familiar and unfamiliar situations. Students should demonstrate critical-thinking to 

analyse and evaluate information in order to make informed judgments in a variety of 

contexts. 

 

The MYP sciences curriculum must be relevant to the interests of students, providing them 

with opportunities to explore the connections between science and everyday life. It is 

anticipated that students will become interested in and engaged with the role of science in 

the world. Through the investigation of real examples of the application of science, the 

“reflecting on the impact of science” objective allows students to gain insight into the 

tensions and dependencies between science and societal, environmental and ethical 

factors. 

 

Students should also learn to appreciate and respect the ideas of others and further 

develop their sense of responsibility as individuals towards the natural, built and virtual 

environment. Their engagement, interest and enjoyment in science should foster a positive 

response to science and contribute to the development of opinion-forming, decision-

making and ethical-reasoning skills. 
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MYP Sciences Aims 

The aims of MYP sciences are to encourage and enable students to:  

 understand and appreciate science and its implications  

 consider science as a human endeavour with benefits and limitations  

 cultivate analytical, inquiring and flexible minds that pose questions, solve problems, 

construct explanations and judge arguments  

 develop skills to design and perform investigations, evaluate evidence and reach 

conclusions  

 build an awareness of the need to effectively collaborate and communicate  

 apply language skills and knowledge in a variety of real-life contexts  

 develop sensitivity towards the living and non-living environments  

 reflect on learning experiences and make informed choices. 

 

MYP Sciences Objectives 

A. Knowing and understanding  

Students will develop scientific knowledge (facts, ideas, concepts, processes, laws, 

principles, models and theories) and apply it to solve problems and express scientifically 

supported judgments. 

 

In order to reach the aims of sciences, students should be able to:  

 explain scientific knowledge  

 apply scientific knowledge and understanding to solve problems set in familiar and 

unfamiliar situations  

 analyse and evaluate information to make scientifically supported judgments.  

B. Inquiring and designing  

Intellectual and practical skills are developed through designing, analysing and 

performing scientific investigations. 

 

In order to reach the aims of sciences, students should be able to:  

 explain a problem or question to be tested by a scientific investigation  

 formulate a testable hypothesis and explain it using scientific reasoning  

 explain how to manipulate the variables, and explain how data will be collected  

 design scientific investigations.  
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C. Processing and evaluating  

Students collect, process and interpret qualitative and/or quantitative data, and explain 

conclusions that have been appropriately reached. MYP sciences helps students to develop 

analytical thinking skills, which they can use to evaluate the method and discuss possible 

improvements or extensions.  

In order to reach the aims of sciences, students should be able to:  

 present collected and transformed data  

 interpret data and explain results using scientific reasoning  

 evaluate the validity of a hypothesis based on the outcome of the scientific 

investigation  

 evaluate the validity of the method  

 explain improvements or extensions to the method.  

 

D. Reflecting on the impacts of science 

 

Students gain global understanding of science by evaluating the implications of scientific 

developments and their applications to a specific problem or issue. Varied scientific 

language will be applied in order to demonstrate understanding. Students are expected to 

become aware of the importance of documenting the work of others when communicating 

in science. 

 

In order to reach the aims of sciences, students should be able to:  

 explain the ways in which science is applied and used to address a specific problem 

or issue  

 discuss and evaluate the various implications of the use of science and its 

application in solving a specific problem or issue  

 apply scientific language effectively  

 document the work of others and sources of information used. 

 

MYP Sciences Assessment 

Assessment in MYP is carried out by our teachers and relies on their professional expertise 

in making qualitative judgments, as they do every day in the classroom. All assessments 

are standardized to ensure quality and fairness. The assessments follow a criterion‑based 

approach.  The MYP Sciences assessment criteria are as follows: 

 

Criterion A  Knowing and understanding Maximum 8 

Criterion B Inquiring and designing  Maximum 8 

Criterion C Processing and evaluating Maximum 8 

Criterion D Reflecting on the impacts of science Maximum 8 
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MYP DESIGN 

Technology and technological developments have given rise to profound changes in 

society, transforming how we access and process information, how we communicate with 

others and how we work and solve problems. The MYP holistic approach to teaching and 

learning acknowledges that inquiry and problem solving contribute to students’ 

development of thinking skills and strategies that will equip them to face the rapidly 

changing demands of the 21st century. 
 

The MYP design course aims to provide the means and the context to help students 

become skillful problem solvers, who can appreciate the role of technology in everyday 

life and society and who can respond critically and resourcefully to real-life challenges. 
 

MYP Design Aims 

The aims of MYP design are to encourage and enable students to: 

enjoy the design process, develop an appreciation of its elegance and power  

• develop knowledge, understanding and skills from different disciplines to design and 

create solutions to problems using the design cycle  

• use and apply technology effectively as a means to access, process and communicate 

information, model and create solutions, and to solve problems  

• develop an appreciation of the impact of design innovations for life, global society and 

environments  

• appreciate past, present and emerging design within cultural, political, social, historical 

and environmental contexts  

• develop respect for others’ viewpoints and appreciate alternative solutions to problems  

• act with integrity and honesty, and take responsibility for their own actions developing 

effective working practices. 
 

MYP Design uses the design cycle as the model of thinking and the strategy to help 

students investigate problems and design, plan, create and evaluate the products/solutions 

that they generate. A product/solution can be defined as a model, prototype, product or 

system that students have generated independently. This means that students are 

expected to become actively involved in and to focus on the whole design process rather 

than on the final products/solutions. This helps students to develop not only practical 

skills but also creative- and critical-thinking strategies. In MYP Years 4 and 5 students will 

be expected to solve problems for ‘real-life’ clients. 
 

The BIS Design course incorporates design technology and computer technology giving 

students the opportunity to explore the branches of information, materials and systems. 

Information enables students to identify, access, evaluate and acknowledge a wide range 

of information sources and create information-based products/solutions. Materials allows 

creation of a product/solution using a choice of natural or synthetic materials and a wide 

variety of techniques.  
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Students will be able to identify, combine, experiment with, shape and handle different 

types of materials. Students will learn to recognize the parts of a system (input, processing 

and control, and output) as well as the crucial role each component plays as part of the 

whole system that provides the solution to a problem. 

Students continuing onto the IB Diploma (DP) will have experienced the use of the design 

cycle and will have developed critical-thinking and design skills, which they will be able 

to apply and extend in DP design technology courses. 

 

MYP Design Objectives 

The design cycle is the central tool to help students create and evaluate products/solutions 

in response to challenges. The four main stages; inquiring and analysing, developing 

ideas, creating the solution, and evaluating relate to the objectives of the course. 

 
A. Inquiring and analysing  

Students are presented with a design situation, from which they identify a problem that 

needs to be solved. They analyse the need for a solution and conduct an inquiry into the 

nature of the problem.  

In order to reach the aims of design, students should be able to:  

 explain and justify the need for a solution to a problem for a specified client/target 

audience  

 identify and prioritize the primary and secondary research needed to develop a 

solution to the problem  
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 analyse a range of existing products that inspire a solution to the problem  

 develop a detailed design brief which summarizes the analysis of relevant research.  

B. Developing ideas  

Students write a detailed specification, which drives the development of a solution. They 

present the solution.  

In order to reach the aims of design, students should be able to:  

 develop a design specification which clearly states the success criteria for the design 

of a solution  

 develop a range of feasible design ideas which can be correctly interpreted by 

others 

 

 present the final chosen design and justify its selection  

 develop accurate and detailed planning drawings/diagrams and outline the 

requirements for the creation of the chosen solution.  

C. Creating the solution  

Students plan the creation of the chosen solution and follow the plan to create a prototype 

sufficient for testing and evaluation.  

In order to reach the aims of design, students should be able to:  

 construct a logical plan, which describes the efficient use of time and resources, 

sufficient for peers to be able to follow to create the solution  

 demonstrate excellent technical skills when making the solution  

 follow the plan to create the solution, which functions as intended  

 fully justify changes made to the chosen design and plan when making the solution  

 present the solution as a whole, either: a. in electronic form, or  

 b. through photographs of the solution from different angles, showing details. 

D. Evaluating  

Students design tests to evaluate the solution, carry out those tests and objectively 

evaluate its success. Students identify areas where the solution could be improved and 

explain how their solution will impact on the client or target audience.  

In order to reach the aims of design, students should be able to:  

 design detailed and relevant testing methods, which generate data, to measure the 

success of the solution  
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 critically evaluate the success of the solution against the design specification  

 explain how the solution could be improved  

 explain the impact of the solution on the client/target audience. 
 

   

MYP Design Assessment 

Assessment in MYP is carried out by our teachers and relies on their professional expertise 

in making qualitative judgments, as they do every day in the classroom. All assessments 

are standardized to ensure quality and fairness. The assessments follow a criterion-based 

approach.  

The following assessment criteria have been established by the IB for Design in the MYP: 

 

Criterion A Inquiring and analysing Maximum 8 

Criterion B Developing ideas Maximum 8 

Criterion C Creating the solution Maximum 8 

Criterion D Evaluating Maximum 8 
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MYP PERSONAL PROJECT  

(MYP Year 5 only) 

The personal project is a significant student managed and directed inquiry produced over 

an extended period and completed during MYP Year 5. It holds a very important place in 

the MYP and is the culmination of the student’s involvement in the programme. It 

provides an excellent opportunity for students to produce a truly personal and creative 

work of their choice and to demonstrate the skills they have developed through the 

approaches to learning (ATL) skills. It offers students many opportunities for 

differentiation of learning and expression according to their individual needs. The 

personal nature of the project is important; the project should be based around a topic that 

motivates and interests the student. The process of completing the personal project 

contributes to the development of students in different ways. It is a student-centred, age-

appropriate project that helps students to construct their own conceptual understandings. 

It is a commitment to developing independent, lifelong learners as reflected in the IB 

learner profile.  

 

The ATL skills, key concepts and global contexts (areas of interaction) form the core of the 

MYP. Addressed through the subject groups, the global contexts make learning relevant 

and enable students to develop the knowledge, skills, attitudes and understanding 

necessary to fulfil their own potential and contribute to various communities around the 

world. As students engage within the personal project, they inquire into issues of 

personal, local, national, international or global significance framed within a global 

context. The outcome or product of a personal project will vary depending on the nature 

of the goal of the project and the global context that students choose.  

 

The personal project includes:  

• a process journal  

• an outcome or product, and 

• a report 

 

The characteristics of the personal project can make it a challenging and stimulating 

experience for all. The personal project is designed to provide students with the 

opportunity to:  

• discover a sense of autonomy  

• develop confidence in their own learning, and  

• take pride in their accomplishments 

 

MYP Personal Project Aims 

The aims of the MYP personal project are to encourage and enable students to:  

 participate in a sustained, self-directed inquiry within a global context  

 generate creative new insights and develop deeper understandings through in-depth 
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investigation  

 demonstrate the skills, attitudes and knowledge required to complete a project over an 

extended period of time  

 communicate effectively in a variety of situations  

 demonstrate responsible action through, or as a result of, learning  

 appreciate the process of learning and take pride in their accomplishments. 

 

MYP Personal Project Objectives 

                

 

 

 
 

A: Investigating  

 Define a clear goal and global context for the project, based on personal interests  

 Identify prior learning and subject-specific knowledge relevant to the project  

 Demonstrate research skills  
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B: Planning  

 Develop criteria for the product/outcome  

 Plan and record the development process of the project  

 Demonstrate self-management skills 

 

C. Taking action  

 Create a product/outcome in response to the goal, global context and criteria  

 Demonstrate thinking skills  

 Demonstrate communication and social skills  

 

      D. Reflecting 

 Evaluate the quality of the product/outcome against their criteria  

 Reflect on how completing the project has extended their knowledge and 

understanding of the topic and the global context  

  Reflect on their development as IB learners through the project  

 

MYP Personal Project Assessment 

Assessment in MYP is carried out by our teachers and relies on their professional expertise 

in making qualitative judgments, as they do every day in the classroom. All assessments 

are standardized to ensure quality and fairness. The assessments follow a criterion-based 

approach.  

The following assessment criteria have been established by the IB for the personal project 

in the MYP: 

 

Criterion A Investigating Maximum 8 

Criterion B Planning Maximum 8 

Criterion C Taking action Maximum 8 

Criterion D Reflecting Maximum 8 
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PERSONAL COUNSELLING 

 

Counselling services at BIS have been established to support each individual student 

towards his or her academic potential, personal health, social awareness and integration, 

as well as, assistance in identifying and preparing for life after BIS.  

 

The counselor often works with students to identify and achieve success through:  

• Conflict resolution 

• Identifying and setting appropriate academic goals  

• Organisational skill development  

• Time management skill development  

• Test preparation  

• Developing and maintaining healthy habits  

• (i.e. good eating habits, exercise, sleep)  

• Developing coping mechanisms for stress and anxiety  

• Coping with peer pressure  

• Developing healthy and safe relationships  

• Promoting tolerance and acceptance between cultures and individuals  

• Surviving bereavement and loss  

• Depression  

• General consultation and referral  

 

Students are encouraged to visit the counselor at any time. Parents are also encouraged to 

talk with the counselor regarding any goals or wishes they may have for their children.  
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LEARNING SUPPORT 

BIS has two Learning Support teachers working in the Secondary School. The Learning 

Support teachers maintain an up to date register of students at BIS who have been 

ascertained as having learning support needs. Depending on their individual needs and 

interests, these students are provided with a range of support to assist them in reaching 

their full potential. Students (or parents of students) who feel they need assistance with 

their studies can approach the Learning Support teachers for help. 

 

Examples of the types of support offered to students include: 

 

 Meeting with parents, students and the MYP coordinator to ensure that the 

course selection is appropriate for each individual. 

 Providing a study area where students can work quietly and receive academic 

support. 

 Implementing support programmes, including writing Individual Education 

Plans (IEPs), aimed at developing improved academic and study skills and 

time management. 

 Assessing and reporting on referred students’ strengths and weaknesses to 

ensure they receive the most appropriate level of support. 

 Informing classroom teachers of effective strategies aimed at enhancing 

learning and managing students’ specific needs. 

 Liaising with subject teachers to insure that access to internal and external 

assessments is appropriate for each student. 

 Applying for special considerations and special arrangements from external 

examination boards. 

 

For further information or assistance, please consult the Leaning Support Coordinator or 

one of the Learning Support Teachers. 
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WHERE TO GO FOR HELP 
 

Your teachers are always willing to help you; so please ask to see us whenever you are in 

in need. Below you will find a list of whom you can go to should you needs assistance. If 

you are not sure who to see you can always ask your Mentor or the Secondary School 

Office. 

 

Area of concern Person to seek 

If you are in serious trouble or there is an 

accident or danger: 

Principal or Deputy Principal; Director; School 

Nurse (Mrs Lönker); or the nearest teacher 

If there is an accident or problem in the 

playground or cafeteria: 

The nearest duty teacher who will be wearing 

an orange vest so you can find him/her easily 

If you are not feeling well or need help with 

any health issues: 

School nurse - Mrs. Lönker  

If you are worried, sad or experiencing conflict 

or difficulty with relationships that is affecting 

your personal well-being: 

Counselor or your Mentor 

If personal difficulties and/or relationships at 

school are impacting on your learning or 

progress in a subject or completion of 

homework/coursework: 

Deputy Principal, MYP Coordinator, teacher 

and/or Mentor 

If you need help organising yourself for 

school, setting up a study plan or need advice 

about (or wish to change) your subject 

selections: 

MYP coordinator, Mentor 

You are concerned about deadlines and 

maintaining a healthy work/life balance 

MYP coordinator, Mentor, Counselor 

If you need advice about a specific subject: The Head of Department in the subject you 

want advice in or your subject teacher 

If you have a question about universities, their 

courses, the application process and/or career 

advice: 

Dean of Students 

If you have a question regarding service: Service coordinator 

If you have an IT problem: The IT helpdesk in the Library 

If you have a question about lunch cards: Aramark Catering Manager 

If you have a question about school buses: Transport Manager 

If you want to bring a friend to school:  Secondary School Office staff 

If you need help researching or citing works 

for a formal essay 

Librarian 

If you wish to contribute to the Assembly Assembly coordinator 

If you have a suggestion that could enhance 

the student experience. 

Your Student Council representative 

Further help with anything not listed here: Secondary School Office staff 
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THE LIBRARY MEDIA CENTRE 

 

The Bavarian International School Library plays a central part in the learning process of 

students by providing them with resources to assist with coursework or other 

assignments, and with opportunities to acquire information literacy. Information literacy 

is a set of skills that navigates one through the process of locating and turning useful 

information into one’s own knowledge, and therefore is a key to success as an 

independent life-long learner in today’s information age.  The Library also promotes 

general appreciation of literature and leisure reading with its range of fiction and non-

fiction books and periodicals. The school invested heavily in a new library and it is well 

resourced and expertly managed.  Built to support learning this is an exciting place to 

work.  

 

Students are welcome to use the Library during the school day and after school to use the 

resources in print or online, to individually study at a desk, or to engage in reading.  It is a 

place to be shared by users undertaking different learning activities.  Please be considerate 

to every user of the library and ensure that it remains a quiet place to work. 

 

The regular loan period of books is two weeks, and is renewable. The initial loan period 

can be extended to one month if necessary due to the nature of the assignment for which 

the book is needed. DVDs, videos, and the most current issues of the periodicals can be 

borrowed on overnight or weekend loan. Special arrangements can be made to borrow 

books over the holidays. Books in the reference collection may generally only be used in 

the Library or photocopied, however, with special permission they can be borrowed on 

overnight or weekend loan. The Library’s collection of online databases is available to 

students via the intranet on a 24 hour 7 days a week basis.  

 

Students have a library introductory session and receive a copy of the BIS Guide to 

Documentation for Students to help with referencing as well as lessons in research skills 

connected with specific subject areas.  
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ACTION and SERVICE PROGRAMME 

The BIS Action and Service program is designed to help students to understand what 

‘community’ means and how we, as individuals and groups, can contribute to enriching 

and enhancing it – both on a local and a global scale. This also lies at the very heart of our 

mission statement. 

 

In order for students to have exposure to a variety of Action and Service activities 

throughout the MYP, each grade level has an Action and Service focus. The pedagogical 

approach is two-fold. On the one hand, through class teaching units, student awareness 

and understanding of their focus is raised. On the other, there is experiential and hands on 

learning with students actively participating with their Action and Service focus. This 

could be through displays, visits, presentations in assembly, fund-raising activities, 

organizing an event... the list is endless!  

 

In addition to the grade level focus, students are also required to fulfill at least one 

individual Action and Service project. This will be something that the student can do on 

their own or with a group of friends. There are numerous opportunities within school and 

opportunities are posted in the Daily Bulletin on a regular basis. Students are also 

encouraged to plan and initiate their own activities either here in school or in their local 

community. There is no ‘hours’ requirement as we are looking at quality rather than 

quantity. 

 

Action and Service activities will be logged and monitored on ManageBac– our online 

tracking system. 

 

The grade level foci are as follows: 

 

 

     MYP Year 

 

                   

                     Grade Level Focus 

 

 

Year 1 

Recycling plastic bottles - the collected deposit money goes to food 

kitchens in Dachau and Munich 
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Year 2 

Animals and their rights 

                         

 

Year 3 

                           
        

The ShelterBox mission is to rapidly deliver humanitarian aid 

bringing shelter, warmth and dignity to families made homeless by 

disasters worldwide.   www.shelterbox.co.uk 

 

Year 4 

MiBiKids 

www.mibikids.de 

 

 
 

This organisation was founded to help children who have migrated 

(usually for economic/work reasons) to Germany. They teach the 

children German and help them to cope with and integrate more 

easily into the German school system and German culture. 

 

Year 5 

                        Disability Awareness                

                                                   
                

  

http://www.shelterbox.co.uk/
http://www.mibikids.de/
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ADVENTURE CAMP AND OUTWARD BOUND 

(Grades 6-8) 

"I regard it as the foremost task of education to insure the survival of these qualities: an 

enterprising curiosity, an undefeatable spirit, tenacity in pursuit, readiness for sensible 

self- denial, and above all, compassion."           

Kurt Hahn 

 

What is Experiential Education? 

Experiential learning is simply learning by doing. It is a facilitated process involving a natural 

based activity, reflecting on what was learnt through that activity and then transferring and 

applying this experience to other areas in our lives.   

Objectives and Aims of the Experiential Education Programme – to: 

 Develop communication, problem solving and leadership skills within our students 

 Help each student develop confidence while facing physical emotional challenges 

 Promote teamwork and bonding amongst the grade   

 Enable the students to unplug from a ‘wired society’ and connect with nature 

 Provide opportunities for our students to develop their self-awareness and reflective 

skills 

 

Locations 

Part of the Grade 6 orientation includes their adventure camp in September. The focus of 

this camp is on team building, leadership and collaboration.  

In June of each year, all students in Grades 7 and 8 attend a residential Outward Bound 

course as part of their regular curriculum. As such, Outward Bound is a normal school 

week and attendance is not optional for any student.  

In 2014-15 Grade 7 and 8 Outward Bound will be held at the following venues: 

Grade 7 –Altmuhl River 

Grade 8 – Baad, Austria 

 

Further Information 

Detailed information for each grade is sent closer to the time of the event.  
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THE BIKE TRIP: Three countries, two rivers one lake 

(Grade 9) 

Grade 9 students have the unique opportunity to go on a five day cycling trip after their 

end of year examinations in June.  
 

This trip is part of the BIS Secondary School Extended Learning Programme embracing the 

concept of learning beyond the walls of the school. All Grade 9 students are strongly 

encouraged to participate in this trip. For non-cyclists the school offers a hiking group, if 

that is required. The Bike Trip  will follow one basic route, but there will be different 

options for students with varying levels of fitness.  The trip consists of a physical/health 

component, a cultural/linguistic component and a practical bicycle maintenance 

component. Important concepts and elements related to this trip are introduced in 

classrooms (German, geography, history), reinforced throughout the trip and consolidated 

back in classrooms. 
 

Students take part in a guided cycling tour up the Danube and over to Lake Constance on 

a network of bike paths. The terrain is scenic, flat for the most part, with a few hills to 

overcome between Danube and Rhine/Lake Constance, and rich in history and culture. 

Students begin their journey in Sigmaringen, follow the Danube towards Donaueschingen 

and then cycle towards Radolfzell and Constance. There is also the option of cycling to 

Schaffhausen and following the Rhine to Constance.  From Constance, one group will 

continue on the Swiss side of Lake Constance and another on the German side. The trip 

will end in Bregenz in the Austrian part of the lake.  
 

The trip, the entire distance amounts to about 300-350 km, may look a little daunting at 

first sight, but various options are offered in order to enable all the students to meet the 

challenge.  
 

The trip is designed in order that students may meet the following aims:  

1. to become acquainted with for the region between Danube, Rhine and Lake 

Constance and its unique geographical features. 

2. to explore the ways in which the two rivers and the lake have influenced the 

history and culture of Germany, Switzerland and Austria; 

3. to develop skills of cooperative living, social responsibility and tolerance;  

4. to develop endurance, self-esteem, self-confidence and self-reliance 
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WORK EXPERIENCE 

(Grade 10) 

Work Experience is part of the Grade 10 curriculum. This time is an invaluable experience 

to our students as it is a link between school and the future work place.  Work Experience 

placements take place at the end of Grade 10.  At this point they only have two years 

remaining in school and should be considering possible careers that they will be 

commencing within a few years, and one idea of Work Experience is that the students can 

try to obtain a placement in an area of interest. 

 

In September, the Grade 10 students receive an introductory talk and a package with all 

the relevant deadlines, dates and information they need for their placements.  Students are 

expected to have found a placement by the end of January of Grade 10. There is a 

workshop session in June; the work experience clinic and then their placements take place 

during the last two weeks of the school year.  

 

The students are required to keep a diary during their placement, which is given to them 

at the workshop, and this is due on the very last day of school when they return to school.  

All students are required to complete a period of Work Experience.  

 

Sometimes students wish to do their placement outside of Germany.  This can be 

accommodated as they can do this either during the set dates or during the summer 

vacation.  

 

The onus is on the student to arrange their own work experience placement and the 

sooner they start making plans the better.  Students in the past have chosen a wide variety 

of placements, including fashion design, theatre, veterinary surgery, computer science, 

communications technology, scientific research, banks, hospitals and the music industry.  

The school will do their best to assist a student if they are having difficulty finding the 

desired placement. 
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UNIVERSITY AND COLLEGE GUIDANCE SERVICES 

University, college and careers guidance begins in Grade 9 and acquires increasing 

emphasis as students progress through their final four years at BIS. The Wellbeing 

programme introduces the skills necessary for targeted research based on students’ 

individual interests and aptitudes. The class mentors are available to help, advise and 

support the students at the initial research and exploration stages, and the Dean of 

Students is available to assist students and their families as they begin to plan career and 

education pathways beyond BIS. 

 

Grade 9 students have Wellbeing lessons dedicated to preliminary careers research using 

the Cascaid Kudos Inspire database which has up to date information on over 3.000 

careers. Students complete an interest inventory to help them to discover possible careers 

of interest and follow this up with research using the information files, interviews, videos 

and links provided on the site. Kudos Inspire is available for students to access at home, 

and they are encouraged to make wide use of this facility. 

 

Grade 10 students have the opportunity to revisit Kudos Inspire and they are introduced 

to the Careerscape database where they can also investigate the qualifications necessary 

for entry into careers and directly access university websites. German and American 

databases are also introduced at this stage. Students interested in attending universities in 

the United States and Canada can take the PSAT test at BIS in October. Entering for the 

PSAT gives students free access to the excellent “My College Quickstart” university and 

careers database provided by the College Board. Grade ten students interested in taking 

up apprenticeships or study and training programmes are invited to attend trips to 

apprenticeship fairs held in the vicinity. The Dean of Students is available to advise Grade 

10 students on their IB Diploma subject choices if they already have career or study plans. 

 

All Grade 10 students are expected to participate in a work experience project at the end of 

the academic year, and in preparation for this are helped to write a curriculum vitae using 

the CV Builder on Kudos Inspire.  Students keep a work experience journal in which they 

record their activities and reflections on the skills and behaviours necessary for success in 

the world of work. 

 

There are a number of events held at BIS throughout the year that are open to all students 

and parents in Grades 9 and 10. These are advertised to the community via information 

emails which are sent to families prior to the event. These include: 

 Promotional visits from individual universities (up to 30 per year); 

 An international university fair and an American university fair held in the 

auditorium at an agreed date with the organisers between February – May; 

 The annual BIS Career Day, held in November, in which students have the 

opportunity to attend information sessions about wide variety of careers, led by 

experts in their field; 
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 Parent Information workshops on preparing to apply for university, using 

university and career research databases and applying to competitive courses and 

universities. 

 

Summer school and gap year opportunities, careers events, information sessions and open 

days offered by local universities and organisations are also advertised to families in the 

Dean of Students’ University and College Updates, sent via email. Regular specialist 

reading groups – for example in medicine, primary education and psychology – are also 

offered at lunchtimes and open to all students in grade ten. 

 

 

 

 

 


